

















trucks are spec’ed correctly for the task. He
still has his first truck, a FM rigid he bought
second-hand in 2001 that according to
sons Dean and Jason “has been to the
moon and back but keeps on ticking.”

When you have a Triple-A list of clients
such as a DelLonghi, Panasonic, Ricoh,
Toshiba and Shimano (to name just a few)
image and customer perception is a
priority.

A. Carter & Sons client base is high-profile
and all have hugely identifiable brands and
trademarks. The last thing these clients
want is a rag-tag outfit delivering their
goods in less than pristine trucks, and

Right: Jason, Alan and Dean Carter
Bottom right: Alan’s first Mitsubishi

that’'s another of Alan Carter's credo;
earning respect in the industry. He does
that by delivering on time, every time in
beautifully maintained and liveried trucks.

But A. Carter & Sons are more than just
one-trick delivery ponies. While same day
deliveries might keep them busy so too
does their return and reverse logistics
management, warehousing and logistics
support, special event transport,
warehouse relocations and New South
Wales country deliveries, all supported by
electronic proof of delivery or EPOD.

Alan Carter’s business is very family
orientated, sons Dean and Jason play major

roles while wife Judy looks after the office
management. Alan, a hands-on, can-do
bloke oversees the operation and his staff.

In seven years A. Carter & Sons has grown
exponentially. While controlled growth is a
key factor to the company’s success it will
be rewarding to see just how much bigger
the company will be in another seven
years.

Given Alan Carter’s steady and resourceful
approach to business has been the key to
his success to date it’s an even money bet
the company will continue to grow and
prosper, particularly given its preference for
Fuso trucks!
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Forward

Thinking

The Canter Eco-D is not a production
truck. It is a concept truck so don’t expect
to find it at your local Fuso dealer in 2010
because you’ll be bitterly disappointed.
But there is a chance you may see the
Eco-D on display in Australia sometime in
2009.

Tsutomu Kondo, Fuso’s senior manager
and head of hybrid electric vehicle
development says the Canter Eco-D is a
view to future possible applications of
hybrid systems and other advanced
technology in commercial vehicles.

The Canter Eco-D has a 3350mm
wheelbase and is capable of carrying a
3000kg tipper body. It is powered by a
three litre double overhead cam diesel
rated at 92kW with the electric motor
generating a little more than one third of
that; 35kW. It has a lithium-ion battery

and uses Fuso's INOMAT-II
automated transmission. This
drive train is similar to
what you’ll find in
the
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production Canter hybrid light duty truck.

The distinctive styling is a result of Fuso’s
quest for a sophisticated, flowing design that
is both functional and utilitarian. Full side
covers incorporate a battery cover with LED
illumination, good for a concept but clearance
lights could replace this styling device in a
production version. To compliment the close
fit between the wheel arches and the tyres the
truck has air suspension that can raise the
whole vehicle by 70mm (2.5 inches) to
expedite wheel changes.

As far as cabover
designis

Fuso’s hybrid Eco-D
gives a strong hint to
what the future holds.

concerned the Eco-D is striking. It features full
size opening doors that are hinged at the rear,
once called ‘suicide doors’ in cars of the ‘30s.
This method, say the designers, is to enable
the driver to exit the truck in tight confines.

Another feature that is used in other
applications is a full glass roof that offers a
liquid crystal laminate that adjusts the level
of sun screening according to the strength
of the sunlight. It provides a number of
benefits including control of UV rays into
the cab and cabin temperature.




Not unexpectedly, the concept Canter
boasts a number of safety features that
can be found in many of today’s cars and
trucks. The predominant glass ‘shed’
provides the driver with a better than filed
of view in all driving conditions and
eliminates blind spots while ABS and ESP
are added to enhance braking and
stability.

An overhead console in the cab contains
the controls for the operation of the tipper
and closed-circuit cameras are position in
three locations around the truck with the
monitor integrated into the interior rear
view mirror assembly. The feeds from the
three cameras also function as side
mirrors and a rear view mirror.

The instrument pod is all digital and the
seating is minimal. This is one area where
the designers have allowed form to
dominate over function and our
impression of the seat is that of a tatami
mat. Hard surfaces abound for ease of
cleaning.
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News from around the Fuso Network
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2007:

A Fine Year For Fuso

It was a record retail year for us last year with 5091
trucks and buses sold at retail level and 5278 sold at a
wholesale level.

In retail, Fuso trucks increased year on year (YoY) by a
solid 21.3 percent or 4470 units compared to 3685 in
2006 in a market that increased by 14 percent over the

samee period. This translates to our share of the truck
market increasing by 7.3 percent YoY.

Rosa continues to dominate its position as the best
selling bus in its class for the fourth consecutive year
with a market share of approximately 65 percent.

Dumbrell Confirmed
for Toll HSV

Fuso was again in the
winners circle in 2007
when the
championship-
winning Toll
HSV Dealer
Team

scooped the
gold for the

V8 Supercar Series for the second year in a row.

It was close fought battle between series winner Garth
Tander and Jamie Whincup with only two points separating
first and second place. Tander won the series with 625
points, Whincup 623 points and Craig Lowndes third with
592 points. And in a surprise change in drivers former V8
Supercar Development Series Champion Paul Dumbrell
will join the Toll HSV Dealer Team alongside Rick Kelly next
season, replacing Garth Tander who has moved to HRT.

The team also announced that current team Team
Engineer, Erik Pender, had been promoted to Team
Manager, replacing Rob Crawford who is also transferring
to HRT as Team Manager. The team has also signed an
agreement with dual World Touring Cup winner Paul
Radisich to return to the team for the 2008 enduros, while
also playing a support role throughout the season.
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